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Greek and Roman Mythology.

Theseus and Nestor, the friends of Piilthoiis, both took part in
the battle. Another prominent warrior was the gigantic Cseneus
(Slayer), who had been rendered invulnerable by Poseidon, but
whom the Centaurs slew on this occasion by burying him
beneath a mass of trees and rocks.

There is, however, also a natural explanation of the tales of
these strange beings. The father of the Centaurs is Ixion, who,
as we have already seen, may be interpreted to be the sun. The
crime said to have been the cause of his punishment was his love
for Hera (the goddess of the atmosphere). If we take these
points, together with the legend that Ixion begat the Centaurs of
Nephele, the cloud, we may be prepared to see in the horse-formed
Centaurs a parallel to the cows of the sun, the bright clouds which
pass over the sky. There is the more ground for this, as similar
beings appear in Indian mythology, and their name has, with much
probability, been identified with that of the Centaurs.

As we have already mentioned, the Centaurs play an important
part in art. The custom of depicting them as half horse and half

man came into
vogue after the
time of Pindar, and
was quickly adopt-
ed in sculpture. In
"II1 il the representations
of earlier art the
face of a man is
joined to the body
and hind legs of a
horse. But in ita
higher stage of de-
velopment,after the
time of Phidias,this
was replaced by a
more elegant con-
ception, and the
body of a man from
the navel upwards
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complete body of a horse, so that the Centaurs of this periodf have the
four feet of a horse and the hands and arms of a man. Such is their
appearance on numerous extant art monuments, of which we shall
mention the most important.

